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SUBJECT: DEPUTY CHIEF CONSTABLE SEES ANTI-POLICE 
PROPAGANDA CAMPAIGN 

REF: BELFAST 78 (NOTAL) 

1 . ROYAL ULSTER CONSTABULARY (RUC) SENIOR DEPUTY CHIEF 
CONSTABLE HARRY BAILLIE, IN ABSENCE FROM PROVINCE OF 
CHIEF CONSTABLE NEWMAN, RELEASED STATEMENT MARCH 10 
DEFENDING RUC AGAINST ALLEGATIONS OF BRUTALITY. LONG 
(AND UNUSUAL) STATEMENT POINTED TO "TWO TERRORIST 
WARS GOING ON IN NORTHERN IRELAND. THERE IS THE PHYSICAL 
WAR OF DEATH AND DESTRUCTION AND THERE IS THE PROPAGANDA 
WAR OF WORDS IN WHICH EVERY CONCEIVABLE DISHONESTY, HYPOCRISY 
AND THREAT IS EMPLOYED TO SUSTAIN THE PHYSICAL CAMPAIGN." 

MR. BAILLIE SAID IT WAS QUITE CLEAR THAT THERE WAS A 
RENEWED AND ORCHESTRATED CAMPAIGN TO BLACKEN THE RUC IN THE 
EYES OF THE LOCAL COMMUNITY AND WORLD AT LARGE. HE DENIED 
ALLEGATIONS THAT SENIOR POLICE OFFICIALS WOULD ALLOW OR 
CONDONE PRACTICE OF BRUTALITY BUT DENIED ALSO THAT HE 
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SUGGESTING NO COMPLAINTS AGAINST POLICE WERE JUSTIFIED BE 
THAT NO POLICE OFFICER EVER ACTED OUTSIDE LAW. BAILLIE CLAIMED 
COMPLAINTS INVESTIGATION SYSTEM IS PROBABLY MOST RIGOROUS 
IN UNITED KINGDOM AND NOTED FILES ON ALL COMPLAINTS ALLEGING 
CRIMINAL OFFENSES BY POLICE ARE SENT TO INDEPENDENT DIRECTOR 
OF PUBLIC PROSECUTIONS. 
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2. THERE QUICK AND CRITICAL REACTION TO BAILLIE STATEMENT 
FROM CATHOLICS. SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC AND LABOUR PARTY (SDLP) 

SPOKESMAN ON LAW-AND-ORDER, MICHAEL CANA VAN, STOOD BY 
SDLP STATEMENT (REFTEL) THAT ILL-TREATMENT OF SUSPECTS 
UNDER INTERROGATION WAS APPROVED AT "HIGH-LEVEL." FATHER 
DENIS FAUL AND FATHER BRIAN BRADY SAID THEY HAD BEEN MAKING 
ALLEGATIONS OF POLICE BRUTALITY SINCE 1971 AND DENIED THEY 
WERE "TERRORISTS AND LIARS." CRITICISM CAME ALSO FROM 
LESS OBIECTIVE NORTHERN IRELAND CIVIL RIGHTS ASSOCIATION, 

PROVISIONAL SINN FEIN AND (OFFICIAL) REPUBLICAN CLUBS. 
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